THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
happened inside Italy if economic sanctions, or
some measure like the corking of the Suez Canal,
had brought about the defeat of Mussolini's venture.
This means that there is a co-operation, only
partially conscious at present, across frontiers, irre-
spective of national divisions, between the 'authori-
tarian order' throughout the world; a sub-conscious
co-operation perhaps of world Capitalism: that it is
ceasing to be nationalist when it comes to facing
the common enemy of Communism. It is the 'class
war' in a form not quite that of the Marxian fore-
cast-with the bourgeoisie forcing the revolu-
tion. Incidentally, the situation in France seems to
confirm this. There is now, at long last, a tendency
towards Franco-German reconciliation, even alli-
ance. But the movement does not come from the
Socialists, nor from the Communists, nor from
those workers whom the Communist manifesto
called upon to unite. It is indeed opposed by the
Left generally. The movement has its roots in the
extreme Right, originating among the Chauvinists,
the Nationalists, the Militarists, the Fascists. It is,
however, at present a movement nascent and hesi-
tating.
(3) The conclusion of the Franco-Soviet Pact,
even under a Laval government indicates, in any
case, that the fear of Sovietism in France is less acute
than the fear of German power; that politico-mili-
tary pre-occupations over-ride the more properly
economic. And this, of course, is true on both sides:
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